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The awd and REASONS 
| Thot moved Him to Diſobve (. 


The Two laſt 


PARLIAMENTS. 


| Ty was with akeedingg eat woule, 
” that We were brought to theDiſ- 
- folving of "tte Two laſt Parlia- 

ments, without more benefit to 


fi 


* _ : But having done Our part, 


RS ih giving ſo. many opportunities 
= of providing for their Good , it 
© cannot be juſtly imputed to Us, 


'' ed Our ExpeRation. 


ARS We cannot at this timebut take 
notice. &'of the pardcular Cds of Out DiſſatizaQtion. , which at 


the | of thelaſt Parlianient, Wedid recomrend to their. 
_ ected Weſtould kave had no new _ to, 


red: to hr eg L 
—_ \ 


oye the laf{Pirtiament whichwas held atWet! nrin Zr with 


as Gracious Expreſſions of Qur readineſs to ſatisfie the Defires of 


OurGood Subj nd to ſecurethem againſt all their juſt Fears, 


Home, or of Supporting Our Neighbours and. Allyes Abroad, 
could All Our babe : or poſlibly require from Us, 


And We do ſolemnly L og 
would have conſiſted wjth the very Beeing of the Government, 


to have Comply'd with' any thin nk Te could have been propoſ- 
edto Usto accompliſh thoſe nx - 


We 


Our People by the - Calling. of 


, that the Succeſs hath not anſwer- 


as the weighty coo deration, either of preſerving the Eſtabliſh- - 
ed Religion , fo the Liberty and Property of Our Subjedts at 


hat We did intend, as far as | 


We ask'd of them the ing the Alliances We had 

made for'the pres gon of the C | PeeÞ Chriſtendom, 

thegy th | on of the Plot ; ; 

ing the Ig. 
on of Tangier We = toconcur in any Remedies that could 
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in the natugeioÞ Kemon Rs ay 


trary Orders for Avg Oe Our Subjegs i into Cuſtody, for Matters 
that had no Relation to Prigiletzzes of Parliament : ye Stran Fo 
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- By which Vote , without any regard to the Laws eſtablu}f'd. 
they aſlumed to themſelves a Power of Suſpending Acts of Par» 
liament 3 Whereas Our Judges and Miniſtcrs of Juſtice, neither 
can , nor ought, 1n reycrence to the Votes of either, or both the 
Houſes, break the Oakes they have taken, for the due and im- 
partial Execution of Olr-Lawsz - which tfExperience have been 
found to be the beſt Support, both of the Proteſtant Intereſt, and 
of the Peace of the Kingdom. ' ' - * - Rs 2 
, Theſe were-ſome-of the: unwarrantable Proceedings :of that 
Houſe of Commons , which were the occaſion of Our parting 
with that Parliament. Ds : 


. Which We had no ſooner Difiolv'd, but We caus'd another to 
be forthwith Aſſepbled;gt:Oxferd 3 at. the Opening of which, 
We thought it neceſſary+to give. Them warning of rhe Errors of 
the former, in hopes'to have prevented thehke Miſcatriages'z: and 
We required 'of Them to make the Laws of the Land theirRule, 
as We did, and do reſolve, they ſhall be Ours : . We further ad- 
ded, That what VVe had formerly and fo often Declared concer- 
ning the Succeſſion, VVe could not depart from --'.- But to re- 
move all reaſonable Fears that might ariſe from the Poflibility of 
a Popith Succeſlours:-coming to the Crown, .if means.could be 
found , that in ſuch a Caſe , the Adminiſtration of the Govern. 
ment might remain in Proteſtant Hands, VVe were ready to -hear- 
ken to any Expedient-, by which the Religion Eſtabliſhed might 
be preſerv'd,. and the Monaichy nor defiroyed,) fo 

But contrary to Our Offers and ExpeCation, We faw,: that 
no Expedient would be entertained, but that of a total Excluſion, 
which We hadſooftendeclared,;: was-a Point; that ini Our Own 
Royal Judgement; 'ſontarly concetnied-s; battvin Hojiour,; Ju- 


; tice, and Conſcience; that We could) never coriſent toit:- In. 
ſhort, ' Wecannotz -afteri the. ſall:;experience We-have had:of the 


lite. Civil Wars, :that. Murder'd Our-Father of Bleſſed -Memory, 
and ruin'd the Monarchy, conſent to a Law , that ſhall eſtabliſh: 
another *moſt: Unnatural:War:, ot atleaſt ;wake-' it nectſſary to 
maintain a Standzng Fore for the. Preſerying he 'Governwentz 
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' . And Wehave reaſon to-believe,” by what pafſedin.the laſtiPar-. 
- hament at Weftminster:, that if We could have been" brought to 


eve Qur Confent-ro a-Bili-of.Exchifieh-, the Intent .WaS.NOt-to , 
reſt there,.' but to'pals further, *and'to attempt ſome other: Great - 
and Finportant Changes even 1n' Preſent” © 2 py niche 
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- 3 The BuſineG of Bride. Harris, » who was igiprachid-by-thedfpule - 
_ of: Canmbong, cot: hn iadd: byttbe Hatiſthdf bords re-.- 


ferr'd to the ordinary ourſe of Law ,. was onthe fadden:gatry-. 
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ed onto that extremity, by the Votes whichthe Commons paſl'd 
on the 26th of March laſt, that there was no poſhbility left of a 
Reconciliation. 
The Voteswere theſe ; 


Die Sabbati, 26. Martii, poſt Meridiem. 


Reſolved, That it is the unndoubted Right of the Commons in Par- 
Hiament Aſſembled , to Impeach before the. Lords in Parliament, any 
Peer or Commoner, for Treaſon, or any other Crime or Miſdemeanor 
and that the refuſal of the Lords to proceed in Parliament upon :ſuch 
Impeachment , is a denial of Juſtice, and a violation of the Conſtitus 
tion of Parliaments, 


Reſolved, That in the caſe of Edward. Fitz-Harris , who by the 
Commons hath been Impeach'd of High Tregfon before the Lords, with 
a Declaration ', That in convenient time they would bring np the Ay « 
ticles againſt him for the Lords to Reſolve, that the ſaid Fitz-Harrik 
ſhould be proceeded with , according to the courſe of Common Law,and 
rot by way of Impeachment at this time, is a denial of Juſtice, and a 
Violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, and an obſtruion to the 


| further Diſcovery of the Popiſfþ Plot , and of great danger to His Mas 


Jeſties Perſon ,, and the Proteſtant Religion. 


Reſolved, That for any Inferior Conrt to Proceed againſt Edward 
Fitz-Hartis, on axy other Perſon lying under an Impeachment in Par- 


lament, for the fame Crimes, - for which fer they fland Impeach. 


ed , is a High Breachof the Priviledge of Parliament. 


It was a Matter extremely ſenſible to Us, to find an Impeach. 
ment made uſe of to delay a Tryal, that We had directed againſt 
a profeſs'd Papiſt, charg'd with Treaſons againſt Us of an extra« 
ordinary Nature : And certainly the Houſe of Peers did them« 
ſelves Right in refuſing to give countenance to ſuch a Proceed- 
ing. = | 
Sur when either of the Houſes are ſo far tranſported, asto Vote 
the Proceedings of the other to be a Denial of Juſtice, a Viola- 
tion of the Gonſtitution of Parliaments, of Danger to Our Perſon: 
and the Proteſtant Religion, without Conferences firſt had to 
examine upon what Grounds ſuch Proceedings were made, and 
how far they might be juſtified 5 This puts the two Houſes out 
of capacity of tranſading buſineſs together, and conſequently is 
the greateſt Violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, 

This was the Caſe, and every day's continuance being like to 
produce new Inſtances of farther Heat and Anger between the 
two Houſes, to the diſappointment of all Publick Ends, for which 
they were Call'd,.. We found it-neceſlary to put an end to this 
Parliament likewile. ; LE IN — 
ue 


- FT 3 EE 
But ———_— all this, let not .the reſtleſs Malice of 1ll 


Men, who are Jabouding to poyſon Our People, ſome out of 
fondneſs of their Old Beloved Commonwealth-Principles, and 
ſome out of anger at their being diſappointed in the particular De- 
ſigns they had forthe accompliſhment of their own Ambition and 
Greatneſs, perſwade any of Our Good Subjefts, that We intend 
to lay aſide the uſe of Parliaments : For We do {till Declare, 
That no Irregularities in Parhaments, ſhall ever make Us out of 
Love with Parliaments, which We look upon as the beſt Method 
for healing the Diſtempers of the Kingdom; and the onely Means 
to preſerve the Monarchy in that due Credit and Reſpe&t which 
it ought to have both at home and abroad. . 
And for this Cauſe We are Reſolved, by the Blefling of God, 
to have frequent Parliaments ; and both in and out of Parliament, 
to nſe Our utmoſt Endeavours to extirpate Popery, and to Re- 
dreſs all the Grievances of Our good Subjects, and in all things 
to Govern acdording tothe Laws of the Kingdom. 


C'hþh 


And We hope that a little time will ſo far open the Eyes of all 
Our good Subjects, that Our next me=ting in Parliament, ſhall 
perfect all that Settlement and Peace” which thall be found want- 
mgcither in Church or State. . es = 
- To which, a Weſhall Contribute Our atmoſt Endeavouts, 
ſo We aſſure Our Self, That We fhall be Affiſted therein by the 
Loyalty and good Aﬀettionsof all thofe whoconfider the Riſe and 
Progreſs of he late Troubles andl Confulions, and dekire to. pre- 
ſerve their Countrey from a Relapſe. OED 
| And who cannot but Teiner ber, That Religion, Liberty and 
Property were all loſt and gone, when the Monarchy was ſhaken 
off, and could never be reviv'd till that was reſtored. 


Given at Onr Conrt at Whitehall;the Eighth dayof April, 1684: 
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At the 


Court at Whitehall, 


April the Eighth ,16SI. 


TT; is this day Ordered by Hlis M ajeſty in Cote: 
cil, That this Declaration be forthwith Printed 


vj Publiſhed , 


and Reed 5 in ef Charever and 


T Fs "Francs Gun, 
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